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   820.10
Organization and Development:  The Process of Writing
Writing the Conclusion
______________________________________________________________________________

The most important thing about conclusions is that every piece of writing needs one.  A conclusion shows your reader that what you have written adds up to something:  it reinforces the sense of unity and purpose.  If you fail to write a conclusion, your readers may feel that you don't know where you are going, and that they have been led on a journey leading nowhere.  Advertisers (who understand the psychological importance of endings) never allow their advertisement to tail off at the end.

Conclusions do not need to be long.  For a short essay, a sentence or two may suffice.  To provide a satisfying sense of ending, a conclusion should grow from the essay.  For that reason, the best time to write your conclusion is probably when you've just finished drafting out the body, and have all the ideas fresh in your mind.

Here are some approaches you may take in your conclusion.  Your choice will depend on the length and purpose of your essay, as well as the relationship you wish to create with your reader.

1. You can summarize your main points.  In a short essay, this may be repetitious, but in a long one, a quick review may be helpful for your reader.  Avoid a bad repetition of your thesis; instead, integrate the thesis with the body of the essay.  A summarizing conclusion should always go beyond the introduction in depth and complexity.

These three ways of understanding the function of dancing - as a release of emotion, as an expression of communal harmony, and as a source of physical discipline - are equally important to the student of social dance(
2. If you have been investigating an issue or problem, you may end in one of several ways. You may answer the question with which you began, or you may conclude that the question has no easy answer:

No obvious solution exists for the problems faced by isolated old people in Japan. But any attempt to help them must consider the nature of Japanese society, with its stress on the united family and sense that society as a whole is not responsible for the welfare of individual citizens(
Often, as this illustrates, an essay can end with a brief look forward into the future.  You may suggest the direction that further work or research in the field needs to take.  Or you may predict the consequences of what has been shown.
3. If you have written an argumentative or persuasive essay, you may choose to end with a call to action:

You can take several steps toward better health today.  First, disconnect your television set.  Second, buy the most comfortable pair of walking shoes you can find.  Third, buy a dog(

Or you may stress the relevance and urgency of the topic:

No more unsettling problem exists than that of global warming.  If the trend continues, by the year 2200 Greenland will be subtropical(
4. An expository essay may also be ended by a statement of the significance or the universality of the topic.  The conclusion can set the topic in a broad context for the reader:

Understanding the common source of the Indo-European languages can help us recognize common patterns in the myths of the Indo-European peoples.  The many words for different species of trees in the hypothetical parent language, for example, reflect the importance of trees and fruit in many different mythologies.  Our remote ancestors were woodland people(
5. You may also choose to end with something specific.  A striking example, quotation, or anecdote may also fix the significance of the topic for the reader.  For example, you might conclude an essay on the topic of social welfare in this way:

The statement made by John Donne in the seventeenth century has taken on a new meaning in the twentieth:  no man is an island.


Be sure, though, that the quotation or example is strong enough for the emphasis you give to it.  Don't let it look like another fact that really belongs in the body of the essay.

6. You can make the conclusion echo the introduction, so that the reader has the sense of a circle closing. However, use this approach with caution:  a conclusion which merely repeats the introduction will seem weak.  You must, at least, state the ideas in a depth which would not have been possible at the outset.

Here are some conclusions to avoid:

1. A simple rewording of your introduction (see 6 above).

2. A minor detail or afterthought ("By the way(").

3. A new point which requires development:  the conclusion must flow from the body.

4. An apology, or any qualifying remark which weakens the essay ("Maybe these arguments aren't very strong, but(").

5. A statement about the essay, announcing what you have done ("In this essay I have shown(").
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