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COURSE FORMAT 
 Three hours of class time, plus an additional hour delivered through on-line or other 

activities for a 15 week semester, which includes two weeks for final exams. 
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES 
 

45 credits of 100-level or higher coursework including 3 credits of 200-level ENGL 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  

This course explores national literatures and their cultural, social and political power in 
relation to the development and construction of personal and national identity. The 
course, for example, may focus on Central American, Iranian, Irish and Russian 
literature.  See the Department of English website for the focus of the course in a specific 
term. 
 
This section of English 314 focuses on Iranian literature produced since the Islamic 
revolution of 1979 and also includes material that provides historical, political, and cultural 
background essential to the works discussed. Instruction will also focus on the use of 
Reader Response approaches to the study of literature.  

 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: understand the social, 
political, and cultural life of post-revolutionary Iran; recognize the use of various narrative 
techniques and the application of selected literary terminology; utilize critical thinking in 
both written and oral forms; understand the reading process and production of meaning 
from a Reader Response perspective.  

 
COURSE WEBSITE 
 Moodle 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
Mirzadegi, Shokooh. That Stranger within Me. Bethesda, MD: Ibex, 2002. Print. 
    
Nemat, Marina. Prisoner of Tehran. Toronto: Viking, 2007. Print. 
 

          Shirazi, Manny. Siege of Azadi Square. London: The Women’s Press, 1991. Print. 
  
 Siletz, Ari B. Mullah with No Legs and Other Stories. Boston: Intercultural, 1992. Print. 
 
 Strange Times, My Dear: The Pen Anthology of Contemporary Iranian  Literature. Eds. Nahid Mozaffari and  
       
     Ahmad Karimi Hakkak. New York: Arcade, 2005. Print.     

 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
    
Week 1 Introduction to course and each other.  Reading assignments, participation Prisoner of Tehran 
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Week 2  Prisoner of Tehran 
 
Week 3  Prisoner of Tehran ; begin Mullah with No Legs and Other Stories  
 
Week 4 Mullah with No Legs and Other Stories  
 
Week 5  Mullah with No Legs and Other Stories     
 
Week 6  Strange Times: Shamlu, Behbahani     
 
Week 7   Strange Times: Khoi, Baraheni  
 
Week 8  That Stranger Within Me  
 
Week 9  That Stranger Within Me    
   
Week 10 Siege of Azadi Square  
 
Week 11 Siege of Azadi Square  
 
Week 12 Strange Times: Golshiri, Agahi   
 
Week 13 Strange Times: Dowlatabadi, Kiarostami 
 
Weeks 14/15 Exam Period 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 Three essays. In each case, options will be given in the following areas: use of 

cultural, political, or historical material in discussing course texts; application of 
selected literary terminology as a form of interpretation; use of Reader Response 
techniques in discussing works of literature; 

  
 Reading and background quizzes: in-class reading quizzes on basic content; in-

class quizzes on posted background material and Reader Response theory and 
literary terminology.  

 
EVALUATION PROFILE 
 
Essay 1            20%  
Essay 2            25% 
Essay 3            25% 
Reading Quizzes             10% 
Background Quizzes              10% 
Class Participation                  10% 
  
Total                                             100% 
    
GRADE PROFILE 
 

A+ = 90 - 100% B+ = 77 -79% C+ = 67 - 69% D = 50 - 59% 
A = 85 - 89 B = 73 - 76 C = 63 - 66 F = 0 - 49 
A- = 80 - 84 B- = 70 -  72 C- = 60 - 62  

 
  
OPERATIONAL DETAILS 
 
 Capilano University has policies on Academic Appeals (including appeal of final grade), 

Student Conduct, Cheating and Plagiarism, Academic Probation and other educational 
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issues. Copies of these and other policies are published each term as part of the 
Registration Guide, and they are always available on the University website. 

 
Attendance: Student attendance at each class is vital, and students are responsible for all 

announcements made in class. Attendance alone, however, does not constitute adequate 
participation. Any reading assignment should be prepared before the class in which it will 
be considered. Expect quizzes on readings. Failure to participate and/or to prepare work 
will result in a low mark for participation. In-class work will be completed only during the 
class in which it is assigned. 

 
Late Assignments: Penalty: 10% a day up to 3 days, then zero for the assignment. Students may establish 

their date of submission by emailing the instructor their assignment as an attachment and 
handing in their hard copy at the next class meeting. Students are granted 6 extension 
days per term and may use a portion of them on any of the three essay assignments; 
such essays receive my usual forms of comment. Late essays receive no comments, 
only a grade.  

 
Missed Exams: Make-up tests are given at the discretion of the instructor.  They are generally given only 

in medical emergencies or severe personal crisis.  Students should be prepared to 
provide proof of inability to write the test on the scheduled date (e.g. letter from doctor). 

 
English Usage: It is the responsibility of students to proof-read all written work for any grammatical, 

spelling and stylistic errors.  Marks will be deducted for incorrect grammar and spelling in 
written assignments. 

 
Incomplete Grades: Given at the discretion of the instructor.  Generally given only in medical emergencies or 

severe personal crises. 
 
Electronic Devices: No personal electronic devices (cell phones, pagers, calculators, electronic dictionaries, 

etc...) may be used during an examination without prior approval from the instructor.  
During an exam, turn off all cell phones and pagers and remove them from the desk. 

 
Emergencies: Students are expected to familiarise themselves with the emergency procedures posted 

on the wall of the classroom. 


