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820.8

Organization and Development:  The Process of Writing PRIVATE 

Writing the Introduction

______________________________________________________________________________

The introduction to an essay is non-substantive:  that is, its purpose is not to discuss your topic but to say what your topic is and how you are going to develop it.  In the introduction, you provide a foundation for the essay, it makes your essay seem important, relevant.

The introduction provides the context for your essay and a sense of what its direction will be.  It also contains your thesis statement – the simple or complex sentence which says what you intend to accomplish in the body of the essay.  The thesis can be your opening sentence, but more often it comes at the end of the introduction, and provides a transition into discussion of the particulars of your subject.

By contrast with the body of the essay, which is comprised of separate points in or parts of your thesis, the introduction is general.  There are various approaches to providing the context:

It may give historical background.  (“In the old days, people travelled by horse and buggy.  However, with the advent of the automobile . . .”)

It may begin with an anecdote, personal or otherwise.  (“One day I found myself on a country road, going to a remote farmhouse, in my sports car.  Suddenly the heavens opened and I found myself in a lake of muddy water.”)

It may state a piece of information.  (“The three most important considerations for me in finding a job are who my co-workers will be, what freedom I have to do the work in my own time, and whether the job is a union job or not.”)

It may offer a definition.  (“Happiness certainly means more to me than having a full stomach and a place to sleep at night.  It also implies . . .”)

Here are some things to avoid in composing the introduction:

Don’t start with generalizing and overused phrases like, “In today’s society . . .”
Don’t say “In this essay I will discuss . . .”:  such a beginning discusses the essay, rather than being a part of the essay.  

Don’t get stuck on a blank page. Start writing the body of the essay and then return to the introduction later.
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